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Solution by G. B. M. ZEER, A. M., Fh. D., Profes60r of CMmistry and Physios, The Temple College, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Let AB=BC=2a, be the rods ; CN, PF the verticals at C, A, respective- 
ly ; /^^coefficient of friction at C ; R, the normal reaction at C ; S, T, the vertic- 
al and horizontal reaction at A ; W, the weight of each rod ; 
lNCB=p, lBAP=at. 

Resolving vertically, R + S=2W (1). 

Resolving horizontally, /jR=T. . . .(2). 

Taking moments about B with reference to the rod 
CB, 2aR(s\nj3— )Acosft)=aWs\nj1 (3). 

Taking moments about B with reference to the rod 
AB, 2aSsina! —2aTcosa=:aWsma . . . .(4). 

(1) and (2) in (4) gives 2a(2 JT— R)$'ma— 2a/*Rcosa=aWs\na . . . .(5). 

Eliminating R between (.3) and (5), 




3sin<r 



sin/J 



sina-j-^cosa sin/S— jucos/9 



M= 



2sin»sin/5 



3sina-cos/5 + cosa'sin/3 cot«-|-3cot/9 



124. Proposed by J. SCHEFFEE, A. M., Hagerstown, Md. 

At one end of a weightless thread of length / is fastened a sphere of radius r, and the 
other end of the thread is fastened to a vertical axis. The axis is put into motion of con- 
stant angular velocity *. What is the maximum angle which the thread will make with 
the vertical axis ? 

Solution by F. P. MATZ, Sc. D., Ph. D., ProfeBBor of Mathematics and Astronomy in Defiance College, Defi- 
ance, Ohio. 

Let PS=l, lSPO--=B, then tanfl-— V ^-/mg (1), in which v i =<f>°-, and 

r=?sin0. .-. tan0=0Vtysin0. . . .(2). 

Since sin(9=tan0/]/(l-r-tan 2 0), we have from 
(2) the radical equation 



/.0tan 2 0=0 2 j/(l + tan 2 0) .... (3). 



e- 



-as c 



The maximum angle is made when 0=oo ; and 
this angle is theoretically 90°. The minimum angle is 

made when 0=0; and this angle is theoretically 0°. These extreme values of $ 
pre-suppose -a. finite value for I ; but if I be made zero, will be a maximum angle 
regardless of the magnitude of the angular velocity. 

Scholium. — The principle of this problem is exemplified in the opening of 
an umbrella by twirling it quickly when held in the regular way. The engine- 
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governor may also be cited. The whirligig may be considered a practical rever- 
sion of the principle exemplified in this problem. 



AVERAGE AND PROBABILITY. 



NOTE ON THE POND PROBLEM. 



It was our purpose to publish a second solution of problem 90, Average 
and Probability, by a different method, but so far we have been unable to obtain 
a positive result. We have gone over our investigations a number of times, and 
have had several of our contributors go over the calculations, and so far we have 
been unable to find our error. Since we obtain a negative result, there is certain- 
ly something wrong with the work, for the problem admits of a definite solution 
when once the law of distribution has been decided upon. We hope to find time 
to go over our work again, and should we find our error, we will publish our so- 
lution as the method may be of interest to many of our readers. 

This problem was originally proposed by Artemas Martin, Ph. D., and 
published as problem 300, Vol. I., No. 6, page 195, in the Mathematical Visitor, 
edited and published by himself. We infer that this is the source from which 
Dr. Byerly took it for his problem 21, Integral Calculus, second edition, page 211. 
While no specific reference is made as to the source from which it was taken, yet 
in his introductory paragraph on the subject of Mean Value and Probability, Dr. 
Byerly makes mention of the Mathematical Visitor. 

In a letter to us from Dr. Martin, he says that Professor Seitz sent him a 
solution, giving the same answer as was obtained in the two solutions published 
in the December number of Vol. VII. Ed. F. 



106. Proposed by L. G. WALKER, A. M., Petaluma High School, Petaluma, Cal. 
Required the average distance between two points in a hemisphere. 

Solution by G. B. M. ZEEE, A. M., Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry and Physics, The Temple College, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Let be the center of the sphere, P any point in the radius iO or BO. 
Take the left hemisphere when OP<Jr, the 
right hemisphere when OP^>hr. Let OP 
=x, PC, PG, PD, PE, PF=y. 

If the first point is anywhere on the 
hemisphere with radius x, the second point 
must be on the surface of the zone of 
a sphere radius y. The surface of the 
hemisphere radius x is 2^«' 2 when a;<Jr. 
If y<.x the second point lies on the surface 
of a sphere radius y. The area of this sur- 
face=47T2/ 2 . If y~>x and <(i — x), the sec- 
ond point is on the area 2nPR.OR^- 




